CALL FOR 2 STUDENTS TO PROMOTE 
EXCHANGES OF MASTER’S OR PHD STUDENTS 
FROM THE ZHEJIANG UNIVERSITY 
2011-2012 ACADEMIC YEAR
1. Objectives

The aim of this activity is to improve the quality of higher education and to reinforce its international dimension, to promote cooperation between partner universities, and to increase student mobility. 

The main objective is to participate in the financing of academic exchanges of Master’s or PhD students from the Zhejiang University throughout their stay at UPC.

2. Eligible candidates, duration and type of stay
Applications are sought from students in engineering master’s or PhD programmes (http://www.upc.edu/eng/education/master-and-post-graduate-courses?set_language=en&cl=en ).
Successful applicants will remain at UPC during the second semester of the academic year 2011-2012 (spring semester; it is, from 1st February until 31st July 2012). The total length of their stay is meant to be of 6 months. 

Although the stay could be extended, the total amount of the grant will be the same: 5.000 €.
Selected students will work on:

· Their final degree project (master’s thesis)

· Part of the research for their PhD thesis.

This call for applications is for Zhejiang students only (see the list of requirements below).
Applicants must meet the following requirements:
· Be regular students at Zhejiang University
· Have Chinese nationality
· Be enrolled in a master’s or PhD programme at Zhejiang University
· Live in China
· Have Zhejiang University as their home university 
The following applicants are excluded from this call:

· Zhejiang graduates who are now working (i.e. applicants who have already finished their studies)

3. Number of grants: 2 (two)
Scholarships of 5,000 euros (five thousand euros) will be awarded. 

4. Payment of the scholarship 

The grant will be paid to beneficiaries in monthly instalments after their arrival in Barcelona (at UPC). 
The first payment will be done in the first 15 days after their arrival at the reception office (OMI). The amount of this first payment will be higher, in order to help the students to face the accommodation and instalment costs. The rest of the payments will be done by bank transfer, to the Spanish bank account that the beneficiaries will open at their arrival.

5. Application
Applicants must:

a. Fill in the application form

b. Provide and attach to this form the following documents in English:

· A photograph.
· A curriculum vitae.
· A motivation letter, in which the applicants explain their reasons for wishing to study at UPC.
· Certified copies of academic transcripts of the studies that they are undertaking at Zhejiang University.
· Letters of recommendation from lecturers of Zhejiang University.
· English degrees held and/or English exams passed (TOEFL, IELTS, GRE, etc). A certificate stating the students’ English language level must be provided. 
· A draft working plan at UPC. This should include the subject area and subjects of interest (list more than one) for the possible final project (thesis) or research.
· (optional) Any Spanish language degrees they hold and/or Spanish language examinations they have passed.
The application form with all corresponding documents must be sent to the International Relations office of their home university (Zhejiang University).
6. Application deadline and calendar
Applications should be sent to the Zhejiang University, which will carry out a pre-selection of candidates. Subsequently, Zhejiang University will send the candidates’ applications with all the required documents to UPC. 
All documents must arrive by e-mail to the International Relations Sevice of UPC-BarcelonaTech before 15th October 2011. Finally, once the UPC host department has confirmed admission, the names of the selected candidates will be announced (November 2011).

7. Selection of candidates

Applicants must send their application forms with all corresponding documents to the International Relations office of their home university before the indicated deadline.

The home university will carry out a pre-selection of candidates based on their CVs, academic merits, motivation, recommendation letters and language skills (English). 

All the documents of the preselected students should then be sent to: emecw.int@upc.edu  

In October 2011, as a part of the selection process and depending on the number of applications received, candidates could be interviewed by representatives of UPC. Finally, their admission will be confirmed in November 2011.

8. Conditions of the stay at UPC Spain
Zhejiang students at UPC will be considered exchange students. 


· Students will pay their registration fees at their home university and will pay no registration fees at UPC. 

· Exchange students and visiting students may choose anyone of the areas offered by UPC depending on (in relation with) the courses they are taking in Zhejiang university. They will have the status of full-time students but will have no academic effect on the host institution. 

· UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES will their stay at UPC lead them to obtain an official degree or diploma from UPC.
· Any academic credits earned by the student at UPC may be transferred to the home institution, in accordance with the procedures set out by the home institution. The stay of the exchange student at UPC will be academically recognised in the home institution.

9. Obligations of the beneficiaries

Beneficiaries of this grant will have the following obligations:
BEFORE COMING TO UPC:

· Contract the corresponding insurance before they travel to Spain (please check the specific conditions required by the Spanish consulate).

DURING THEIR STAY AT UPC:

· Pursue their studies at UPC for the whole period of 6 months for which they had applied. 
· The beneficiary engages himself/herself to work regularly every working day in the corresponding laboratory in his/her research, according to the agreed project plan and work indicated by his/her tutor, and following the indications, deadlines, etc. of his/her tutor.
· The beneficiary understands and accepts that the provision of the grant will be subject to the evaluation of academic performances throughout the mobility period and that non-fulfilment of the obligations will lead to the interruption of the scholarship.
· Follow the laws, rules and regulations of UPC (the host institution) and other regional/national laws of Spain (the host country) during their stay.
· Remain in UPC-BarcelonaTech in Spain for the whole stay at UPC (the host institution) without interruptions. Any personal trip, either national or international can be done maximum during the weekend, or national public holidays of Spain. And, for any displacement:

· The tutor of the student will authorise it;
· AND inform to the International Relations Office of UPC-BarcelonaTech (host institution; e-mail: emecw.int@upc.edu).

Any change in the situation of the student will imply an immediate interruption of the scholarship and possible refund of the rest of the scholarship already received.
· Sign the corresponding attestation of stay each 15 days, at the International Students Office of UPC-BarcelonaTech, in order to confirm their presence at UPC.

· Submit, to the tutor and/or to the International Relations Service, the required reports and questionnaires about their academic performance and stay, within the corresponding deadlines.
If any of these obligations is violated, the student will have to immediately refund all or part of the grant, following the indications of the International Relations Service of UPC.
AFTER THE STAY AT UPC:

· Complete a feedback questionnaire about the stay at UPC and send it by e-mail to:  emecw.int@upc.edu 

 (It is, the International Relations Service of UPC)

· Fulfil any other requirement or complete other documents required for the scholarship and stay.

If either of these obligations is violated, the student must immediately refund all or part of the grant.

10. Further information

International Relations Service, UPC-BarcelonaTech

Mrs. Maria Eulalia MIÑARRO or Mrs. Bérénice MARTIN

E-mail: emecw.int@upc.edu 
APPLICATION FORM

STUDENT MASTER’S OR PHD EXCHANGE GRANTS
2011-2012 ACADEMIC YEAR 
Personal details

Name:

Surname:

Passport number:

Phone number:

E-mail:

Date of birth (day/month/year):
Sex (Mr. or Ms.):
Nationality:

Complete address (street, number, floor, postcode, city and country):
Academic details

Type of student:

· Master
· Doctorate 
Home university: Zhejiang University 

Department:

Name of the programme you are studying:
Details of your intended academic stay at UPC


Title of the topic of your intended research stay:

Type of stay:

· Master’s thesis

· Research for my Doctorate

More information about UPC and courses is available on the website:

www.upc.edu 

Student declaration:
        ( I hereby confirm that the information I have provided in this application is true and accurate. Any errors or omissions may lead to the withdrawal of the grant.
Signature:
Date and place: 
Checklist of documents to be provided attached with this application form:

· A photograph.

· A curriculum vitae.

· A motivation letter, in which the applicants explain their reasons for wishing to study at UPC.

· Certified copies of academic transcripts of the studies that they are undertaking at Zhejiang University.

· Letters of recommendation from lecturers of Zhejiang University.

· English degrees held and/or English exams passed (TOEFL, IELTS, GRE, etc). A certificate stating the students’ English language level must be provided. 

· A draft working plan at UPC. This should include the subject area and subjects of interest (list more than one) for the possible final project (thesis) or research.

· (optional) Any Spanish language degrees they hold and/or Spanish language examinations they have passed.
To be sent to: emecw.int@upc.edu , after selection at Zhejiang University as home university.
